DEBATE ON HANOVERIAN TROOPS.        [DEC. 10.

the elector of Hanover exert his liberality at the expense
of Britain ?

It is now too apparent, that this great, this powerful,
this formidable kingdom, is considered only as a province
to a despicable electorate; and that, in consequence of a
scheme formed long ago, and invariably pursued, these
troops are hired only to drain this unhappy nation of its
money. That they have hitherto been of no use to Britain,
or to Austria, is evident beyond controversy ; and, there-
fore, it is plain, that they are retained only for the pur-
poses of Hanover.

How much reason the transactions of almost every year
have given for suspecting this ridiculous, ungrateful, and
perfidious partiality, it is not necessary to mention. I
doubt not but most of those who sit in this house can re-
collect a great number of instances, from the purchase of
part of the Swedish dominions, to the contract which we
are now called upon to ratify. I hope few have forgotten
the memorable stipulation for the Hessian troops, for the
forces of the duke of Wolfenbuttel, which we were scarcely
to march beyond the verge of their own country, or the
ever memorable treaty, of which the tendency is dis-
covered in the name; the treaty by which we disunited
ourselves from Austria, destroyed that building which we
may, perhaps, now endeavour, without success, to raise
again, and weakened the only power which it was our in-
terest to strengthen.

To dwell upon all the instances of partiality which have
been shown, to remark the yearly visits that have been
made to that delightful country, to reckon up all the sums
that have been spent to aggrandize and enrich it, would be
at once invidious and tiresome; tiresome to those who are
afraid to hear the truth, and to those who are unwilling to
mention facts dishonourable or injurious to their country;
nor shall I dwell any longer on this unpleasing subject than
to express my hopes, that we shall riot any longer suffer
ourselves to be deceived and oppressed; that we shall at
length perform the duty of the representatives of the
people, and by refusing to ratify this contract, show, that